25?  GREATEST GOOD OF THE GREATEST NUMBER

Soviet youth is assured of healthy creative and attractive
work, his perplexity lies only in its choice. It is no mere
humbug when you speak to a Soviet child about vocation.
each can hear an inner call and heed it.

It may properly be asked what has been the quality of the
intellectual achievement resulting from this vast enthusiasm
for education and cultuie in the U.S S.R. ? How is youth
acquitting itself now that it enters into power? What
results can it show, and are the authorities satisfied with
these resultsp

As the preliminary need was for increased production,
and as material production depended primarily upon the
creation of a skilled and reliable technical staff, the question
at first resolves itself into the quality of the engineering
youth. On this question we may take such witnesses as
the one quoted in the first chapter of this book as decisive.
The more especially so since subsequent events support
him.

The Moscow trials and purge of 1937 swept away many
of the old managers and engineers and technicians and
pitchforked youth, perhaps prematurely, into their places.
It is interesting and instructive to observe the effects on
production.

The plan for 1937 was to increase output over 1936 by
20 per cent. The purge produced a temporary slump.
During the first half of 1937 industry showed no increase:
it merely maintained the level of the previous year. The
young men were learning their new job. In a half year,
apparently, they had learned it, and set a quicker pace.
The Government was encouraged, but only to a limited
extent; and in setting the plan for 1938 they asked for an
increase indeed, but for an increase of only 15*3 per cent,
instead of 20 per cent. Every month showed an accelerat-
ing increase, and in July, at the end of the first half-year,
the Government revised its plan to show finally an inciease,
not as originally planned before the purge, of 20 per cent.,
but of 21 per cent. Youth had triumphed.

So, too, the triumph of Arctic exploration, of geological